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Hebrews 13:15-16 “…let us offer through Jesus a continual sacrifice of praise to God, proclaiming 
our allegiance to his name. 16 And don’t forget to do good and to share with those in need. These are 
the sacrifices that please God.” 

FROM THE PRESIDENT: Kayleen Lukasiewicz 
It’s here!! The 2021 NCCW Convention is celebrating 101 years since its formation by U.S. Bishops in 
1920. Registration for this event began June 1, 2021. 

Convention days include excellent speakers, a birthday party with ice cream and cake on Wednesday, 
August 25, “Breakfast with Bishop Bill”, and the Our Lady of Good Counsel Awards Luncheon. This 
begins on August 25 and events are scheduled through August 28,2021. In addition, there is a lively 
purse auction, a First-Timers Orientation, the Jersey Tenors for entertainment, tours, meditation room, 

rosaries, a OLOGC store, and a 45 and under gathering. As always, the real highlights include Mass with all your 
council sisters, our wonderful Spiritual Advisors, Cardinal Gregory, Bishop Wack, and Bishop Burbridge. Please plan 
to attend. Registration forms can be found online at www.nccw.org. Registration ends August 2nd. Hotel rooms may 
be reserved at that time. Our DCCW is offering first- timers’ stipends to attend this NCCW Conference. Please 
contact Judy Wagoner, Treasurer to apply. 

Note: Our beloved leader of the GIDCCW, President Kayleen Lukasiewicz, passed away unexpected from 
complications of open-heart surgery on Thursday afternoon July 15, 2021.  With a heavy and yet joyous 
heart we, the living, surrender her to our Lord.  May she receive her crown of glory and live in eternal 
peace and happiness as she feasts at the table of the Wedding Supper of the Lamb. 

Kayleen’s Funeral Mass will be Tuesday, July 20, 2021, 10:30am at St. Anthony’s Catholic Church in Farwell, 
NE.  Visitation will be from 5-7pm CST on Monday July 19, 2021 at the church, with a Parish Rosary at 7:00pm CST. 

FROM THE TREASURER: Judy Wagoner 

While the past year presented many challenges for the activities of the parish Councils of Catholic 
Women, you came through and supported the mission of the Grand Island Diocesan Council of 
Catholic Women. In summary: 

Contribution Sunday-Dues: 
Twenty-eight parishes/deaneries supported this fund, contributing $4,754.00. This fund provides the “operating funds” 
for the G.I.D.C.C.W. operating expenses. These expenses include funds for Board Meetings, Commission Chair 
expenses, fees for 1-2 officers and the Spiritual Director to attend the National NCCW yearly Convention, 
membership fees, contributions (Spirit Catholic Radio fall fund drive) and other expenses. 
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Scholarships: 
The G.I.D.C.C.Women awards a scholarship for a graduating senior from each of the four deaneries. The recipients 
of the scholarships ($200.00 to be paid at the start of the Freshmen Second semester) are: Jersie Misegadis Alliance 
Deanery, Ashlyn Wischmeier Kearney Deanery, Noel Roan Grand Island Deanery, and Michaela Keller North Platte 
Deanery. 
 
Seminarian Fund 
Twenty-two parishes/individuals supported this fund, Bishop Dendinger received the GIDCCW Check for $10,000.00 
at the spring Assembly. $1,176 was received after the Spring Assembly which is the start of seed money for the 2022 
goal. Total amount presented for the Seminarian Fund (that began with the first check in April 2010) is $118,256.75. 
 
Mission II Haiti: 
Two redemptions of Best Choice Bar Codes ($1,620.00/53,000 bar codes, WOW!!!) and contributions will allow for a 
distribution of $2,000.00 at the end of July. Bob Easton is now in Haiti and will try and get information about his work 
this past year to pass along. With this contribution, the total for the water projects since the inception in 2007, is 
$32,265.00. So please, continue to collect and trim the Best Choice labels and bring them to the Fall Institutes or to 
your deanery fall meeting. 
 
Always Remember: 
This fund was established in 2020 to be used to help pay the registration fee for a ‘first time’ Attendee for the National 
NCCW Convention (to be held August 25-28 in Washington DC). If you would be interested in attending, you could 
check out the plans at the NCCW webpage and let any officer know that you are interested in attending as a first- 
timer. Contributions received this past year was $165.00 for a balance in this account of $1,095.00. 
 
Funds 4 Nuns: 
This fund was initiated a few years ago to provide funds for a woman interested in entering the convent but had debts 
(including school debts) that had to be paid before she could enter. The balance in this account is $2,309.83. 
 
Newman Center: 
Contributions continue to be received for the Newman Center in the Grand Island Diocese. The Balance in this 
account is $500.00. 
 
CSR Water for Life 
Contributions are received and forwarded each year to this national fund. The balance in this account is $100.00. 
 
This report is set out in detail and hopefully will be shared with the ladies of your parishes to show them how the 
funds they contributed are used and ask for their continued support. If you have questions about this report, please 
do not hesitate to contact me at auntjudy21@msn.com. Please pass along a big THANK YOU for everyone’s support. 
 

FROM THE SPIRITUALITY COMMISSION:  Barb Sack – Chairman; Vicki Harvey – Co-Chair 
Barb Sack and I have heard from some of you that attended the Spring Assembly in Halsey that the story I shared 
about the blue dove touched you. I think that shows we shouldn’t be afraid to share with those around us how God is 
working in our daily lives. God can use these stories in amazing ways. 

Please keep Fr Dave Rykwalder and Kayleen Lukasiewicz in your prayers as they face their health issues. May they 
feel God’s presence and peace each day. And we can pray for Fr. Golka as he assumes his new position as bishop 
in Colorado Springs. May God give him the strength and the wisdom daily to perform these duties. 

As I attended the assembly in Halsey, I realized how much physical work was required of the Spirituality Chair to set 
up the tables and chairs for the meeting and to lug totes full of decorations for the meditation room, etc. I decided that 
I do not have that physical strength to take over for Barb Sack when her term ends. I am happy to help with writing 
reports, giving reports, writing prayer petitions, and those types of nonphysical tasks, but we need someone with a 
stronger back to take over the tasks of Spirituality Chair. Please prayerfully consider whether God is calling you to 
serve in this position. Please contact Barb Sack and Lorraine if you will volunteer. I will gladly be a helper in the 
background. 
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I’ll close with a prayer by Ralph Waldo Emerson. 
 “For each new morning with its light, Father we thank Thee. 
 For rest and shelter of the night, Father, we thank Thee. 
 For health and food, for love and friends, 
 For everything Thy goodness sends, Father, in heaven, we thank Thee.” 
 St. Joseph, pray for us.      Vicki Harvey, Spirituality Co-Chair 
 
 

FROM THE LEADERSHIP COMMISSION: Sheryl Perkins, Chairwoman 
It feels like such a breath of fresh air, to have events on the calendar and not hear the word 
cancel. Covid had slowed us down for a while. This is just a brief recap of what’s been going 
on lately: 
 
Lenten Retreats/Talks: 
We had quite a few going on this year in Grand Island and St Paul, which gave us several 
opportunities to attend. At St Mary’s in Grand Island there were 5 Lenten talks about: 
Rekindling Eucharistic Amazement; How is the Mass a Wedding?; The Woman at the Well: 
Another Look; Purgatory (No Fooling!); The Prodigal Son-God Waits for Us and Longs to 
Embrace Us. 

The most Reverend Bishop Joseph Hanefeldt had lead a Novena to St Joseph for several evenings at St Mary’s. 

At SS. Peter & Paul, a Lenten Series was presented. Also, there was a mass called Ablaze Worship. Casting fire 
upon the earth. Praise & Worship & Adoration. 
 
Spring Assembly in Halsey: 
The theme was “100 years of faith experiences” and even though the 100 years was in 2020, we couldn’t pass up 
celebrating this historic event. The table centerpieces had included decades old photos that were donated by the 
West Nebraska Register archives. Thanks to your generosity, the Silent Auction had many unique baskets to bid on. 
Saturday’s speakers were Rebecca and John Lilliman talking on Entering into the deeper life with Christ. A few 
thoughts that I took away were that hope will never die; Enjoy your surroundings and praise what you see/ hear; 
Gratitude means we are called to live a life of blessing the Lord; & Praise frees us from depression. 
 
Newsletters: 
Since the Bi-Ennial, 2 newsletters have come out, November 2020 & March 2021. The 3rd will be coming out this 
month. 

Website www.gidccw.org 

The current calendar of events is: 
• July 18 Executive board meeting 4pm @ Blessed Sacrament in GI 
• 19 Omaha Province meeting 9am @ Blessed Sacrament in GI 
• August 25-28 NCCW Convention information with registration form 
• September Fall Institutes to be announced. 
• October Contribution Sunday. Each parish will choose any Sunday for the GIDCCW dues. They will also 

need to plan fundraising events for the Seminarian collection for the coming year. 
• November Executive Board and Commission Chairs meeting to be announced. 
• 2022 April 29-30 Spring Assembly @ Camp Comeca in Cozad. 

 
Each one of us has a part in Passing on our Faith & Service to others throughout our daily lives. A word or kind deed, 
listening, or even letting that person know that God is there for them, can sometimes make a positive impact that you 
will never know. I’ve been fortunate to have acquaintances share words of wisdom with me, and although I never 
mentioned this, afterwards my burden somehow felt lighter.  ~ Chairwoman Sheryl Perkins ise45@hotmail.com 308-
380-6212 
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FROM THE PROVINCE DIRECTOR: Theresa Pavlik – Omaha Province Director 
 
The National Council of Catholic Women’s Province of Omaha annual meeting is scheduled at Blessed Sacrament 
Jubilee Hall in Grand Island.  
 
Registration is from 8:15-9:00 am.  
 
The day consists of Living Rosary, Mass, reports from Presidents and special projects from the three Arch/Diocesan 
Councils interwoven with St. Joseph our mentor and protector, learning more about NCCW resources on the website 
and a Province Director report.  
 
The Province Guidelines have been updated and prepared for presentation. Ladies from all parishes across 
Nebraska are cordially invited and encouraged to attend as this is a time of learning, spirituality and fellowship that 
can further be shared with your Ladies groups or Altar Societies, Deaneries and Arch/dioceses.  
 
Contact Province of Omaha director, Theresa Pavlik at 402-358-0608 if you have any questions. 
 
DIOCESAN ENGAGEMENT 
 
Greetings from Haiti – Bob Easton 
I have been in Haiti one year now and a lot has been going on. Our work has expanded to help the local Haitians. 
Many wells have been repaired and five new wells have been dug. We have hired Haitians to train and help with the 
wells. Hundreds of dresses, shorts and underwear have been distributed to the youth as well as toothbrushes and 
tooth paste. We bought uniforms and shoes for children to attend school and church and distributed Bibles & 
Rosaries at Catholic schools and churches. 
 
Other work this past year included a new roof for a family home, rental assistance for housing for families, buy food 
monthly to meet family needs and help with health needs, (doctor and dentists visits as well as pay for surgeries). We 
help financially with small business startup costs and have helped financially with several funerals. Another project 
was to repair pews at the Catholic Cathedral in Cap Haiti.   It has been a good year; thousands have been helped 
because of the GIDCCW belief and support of our work. THANK YOU!!!!! I will be returning home in July. Again, 
thank you for your support. 
 
GIDCCW Spring Assembly Save the Date for Spring 2022: 
April 29 and 30, 2022:  Camp Comeca, Cozad, NE.  Please save the dates and plan to attend.  Stay 
tuned for the agenda. 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS - 2021 CALENDAR: 
March 
April  
May 
June 
July  
19 Province meeting at Grand Island Blessed Sacrament (Lincoln Diocese is in charge) 
August  
Nothing to report 
September 
Nothing to report 
October  
Nothing to report 
November  
Nothing to report 
December  
Nothing to report 
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GIDCCW Officers for 2020-2022  Commission Chairs  et al 
      Leadership: Sheryl Perkins; Co-chair: Marie Arendt 
Lorraine Pozehl – President-elect  Spirituality:  Barb Sack; Co-chair: Vicki Harvey   
Deb Kearns – Vice President   Service: Tricia Ferguson; Co-chair: DeAnn Morse 
Judy Wagoner – Treasurer   Parliamentarian: Darlene Schulte 
Kristin Linton – Secretary   Historian: Maxine Hurt 
Spiritual Advisor:    Membership: Carolyn Gusman, Deb Eschliman 
      Scholarship: Loye Wolfe 
      Facebook: Tricia Ferguson 
 

Stay Connected: 

www.gidiocese.org 

https://www.facebook.com/Grand-Island-DCCW-158768404175245/ 

http://www.gidiocese.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Grand-Island-DCCW-158768404175245/

